THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

the Naga.1 The serpent, in several of the Am-
ravati sculptures, occupies the place of honour
in the dagoba, which is usually assigned to Buddha
himself.3 And in some of them, Buddha is shown
as having his head sheltered by the expanded
hoods of a seven-headed Naga,3 which was, as
we have seen, the distinctive mark of a Naga
raja.

The Sun, the Trisul, and other Solar emblems,
are also represented, in the bas-reliefs from Am-
ravati, as objects of Buddhist worship.

Even in the time of the Chinese pilgrims, we
find Buddhist sramanas worshipping the Naga,
and conducting the rites at Naga temples.*

In addition to what has already been said, we
find that Buddha was addressed by his followers
as Mahanago, or great Naga.B

It is not difficult to explain all this, for we learn
from Brahmanical and from Buddhist authorities,
that the tribe to which Buddha belonged was of
Solar race. The Sakyas were descendants of
JJjShvaku, the raja of Patala,0 Sakya, too, his
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